HUMANISM & THE CHURCHES

and syllables, which are but dead things,1 cannot
possibly convey the living notions of heavenly truths
to us.' 'Would we know whether we know Christ
aright let us consider whether the life of Christ be in

us. Qui non habetvitam Christi, Christum non habet-----

He that builds his house upon this foundation, and
not an airy notion of Christ swimming in his brain,
but Christ really dwelling and living in his- heart,
as our Saviour himself witnesseth, he "buildeth
his house upon a rock; and when the winds blow
and the rains descend and beat upon it, it shall stand
impregnably". But he that builds all his comfort
upon an ungrounded persuasion that God from all
eternity hath loved him, and absolutely decreed him
to life and happiness, and seeketh not for God really
dwelling in his soul; he builds his house upon a
quicksand and it shall suddenly sink and be swal-
lowed up: "his hope shall be cut off and his trust shall
be a spider's web; he shall lean upon his house but
it shall not stand; he shall hold it fast but it shall not
endure"/

'He that endeavours really to mortify his lusts and
to comply with that truth in his life, which his con-
science is convinced of, is nearer a Christian, though
he never heard of Christ, than he that believes all the
vulgar articles of the Christian faith, and plainly
denieth Christ in his life/

*But I wish it were not the distemper of our times
to scare and fright men only with opinions and make
men only solicitous about the entertainment of this

1 One recalls Burke: 'These things do not make your government.
Dead instruments, passive tools as they are, it is the spirit of the English
communion ^that gives all their life and efficacy to them. It is the spirit
of the English constitution which, infused through the mighty mass,
pervades, feeds, unites, invigorates, vivifies every part of the empire, even
down to the minutest member.'
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